











Goals and Objectives 2010 - 2014

FUTURE LAND USE

Gaines Charter Township has experienced tremendous growth over the last 25 years, and is
consistently one of the fastest growing communities in Kent County. Although this recent growth
pressure has subsided in recent years due to state and national economic issues, the long term
projection is that the Township will continue to be a desirable place to live, and must therefore
plan for land uses that will both account for increased development and protect and preserve
recreational opportunities.

Map 14 - Future Land Use
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Goals and Objectives

2010 - 2014

CURRENT ZONING

The Township’s zoning reflects the suburban/rural split of the Township and to a large degree
mirrors the existing land uses, with the northern part of the Township zoned primarily for
suburban residential uses, as well as commercial and office uses. Property is zoned for industrial
use in the northeast corner of the Township, while the southern portion of the Township is zoned

mainly for agricultural and large-lot single-family residential uses.

Map 15 - Zoning Map
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Goals and Objectives 2010- 2014

CLIMATE

Lake Michigan, thirty-five miles west of the Township, plays a large role in defining this area’s
climate. It significantly modifies the predominant weather systems in the area, which travel from
the west and southwest. It moderates the extremes in temperatures during the summer and
winter and prolongs the cooler temperatures of spring and the warmer temperatures of fall.
Another important effect of the lake is the frequent cloudy weather caused by the temperature
differences between the lake and incoming air masses. For this reason, cloudy weather is
prevalent during the fall, early and late winter, and spring.

The Township receives an average of about 30 to 40 inches of rain annually. April through
September brings the most rainfall with over 3 inches per month. Snow accumulation during the
year averages between 70 and 90 inches. During Jan the snowiest month of the year, 20
inches or more of snow historically will fall. One can

Extreme cold or hot temperatures are in The annual average
temperature has ranged in the mid 40’s throug . nths, June, July and
August average in the high 60's to low 70’s, with a 3 coldest months,

December, January and February, av, e in the mid- in the mid-to-
high teens. Temperatures reach bel

ecreational activities. Summer
conditions encourage a bread range of a lly be suspended during the
infrequent and brief p in or coo imilarly, winter temperatures and
snowfall attract nu i ities, as sledding, skiing, skating and
snowmobiling.

SOILS
The soils
loam, @nd muck locat

iated landscape, with areas of sand, clay,
They are often associated with a glaciated

landform, such as outwas ge networks and moraines. The soils in the Township can
be groupe i s Each association presents various limitations. The
limitations d inage, texture, expansiveness and other characteristics. The
capability of soi recreational activities should be determined on a site-specific

commodate intensive activities should be level, well drained,
capable of handling intensive foot traffic. Less intensive or
passive recreational acti ace fewer demands on soils. However, one must still carefully
evaluate the capability of soils to handle these uses. According to the Kent County Soil Survey,
the Kalamazoo-Oshtemo-Spinks Soil Association represents some of the best-suited soils in Kent
County for recreational developments. This soil association is found primarily in the southern part
of the Township. The topographic surface features of the Township are predominantly the result
of glacial action and, to a lesser and localized extent, more recent erosion and deposition actions.

WATER RESOURCES
The Township has four drainage basins. The Plaster Creek basin drains most of the northeastern
and central portion of the Township. The Buck Creek basin drains the northwestern portion of the
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Township. Both of these drainage basins are part of the Lower Grand River watershed. The Rabbit
River and Duncan Creek basins drain the southeastern portion of the Township.

There are very few surface water resources in the Township. Besides the tributaries to Buck Creek
and Plaster Creek, the only other water features are Hanna Lake in Section 26 and Martin Lake in
Section 28. Neither presents significant recreational opportunities. The few wetland areas in the
Township are widely scattered and often associated with one of the streams or drains.
Consequently, opportunities for water-based recreation are very limited in the Township.

PLANTS & WILDLIFE

Today, it is difficult to imagine that thick forests of pine, oak, maple, and beech once covered the
Township. The intense logging of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries cleared much of
these forests. Farming and other agricultural uses th ecame the dominant land use in the
Township. Remnant second-growth woodlots plant in is time represent an important
resource for their recreational opportunities and théi ies in a rural landscape.

The scattered woodlots, open fields, strea d wetlands are hab
populations within the Township. Common ani include rabbits, squir accoons, opossum,

deer, turkeys, pheasants, ducks, and geese. These ies are imp t game animals.
However, they also possess certain intrinsic values wi cosystem and fo enjoyment of
observing them in the natural enviro a recreational activity.

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

that support wildlife

. M-6 provides access east-
g municipalities and US-131
ass the City of Grand Rapids by
ue and Kalamazoo Avenue provide the main
y access for the north-central portion of the
e eastern portions. A wide variety of two
ons of the Township. Bus service, provided
thern edge of the Township. Overall, the
access to, and within, the Township, a factor in its

taking this southern
north-south routes withi
Township i
lane cou

ristics of the Township is an essential component in creating a
rent assessments, and predictions about the future can be used
to determine current rec eeds in the Township. Furthermore, comparing the Township to
neighboring communities create a well-rounded analysis. All data used in this section is from
the U.S. Census Bureau 2005-2007 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimate or 2000 and
1990 Census, unless otherwise noted.

The Township has experienced tremendous growth over the last 20 years. In the 1980, its
population increased by 40%. In the 1990’s, its population increased by 38% to reach 20,112 in
the 2000 U.S. census count. This is a much greater increase than the 18% growth experienced
between the years 1970 and 1980. The U.S. Census Bureau 2007 Population Estimates projected
the Township’s population at 24,288, for an increase of 17% over the 2000 census number.
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Goals and Objectives 2010- 2014

The Township is also growing rapidly when compared to Kent County. According to the U.S.
Census, the population of Kent County increased by 13% between 1980 through 1990. Between
1990 and 2000, the population increased by 73,704 residents, or 14.7%. The 2008 population
estimate only projects a 30,878 increase, for a 6% population increase.

Table 10 — Overall Population

Gaines Charter Township Kent County

Population % Increase Population % Increase
1990 14,533 40% 500,631 13%
2000 20,112 38% 574,335 15%
2007/2008 Estimate 24,288 17% 605,213 6%

. As seen in Table 9 below, its
ate over the last 30 years,
these local jurisdictions
ghout southern Kent

The Township is a part of a rapidly growing region o
neighboring municipalities have all experienced ahst

growth pressures
County, even though the growth in percentagesiis decreasing overall.

Population Growth

1990 2000 2007 Estimate
Municipality Population  Population % Increase  Population % Increase
24,288 17%
25% 20,906 16%
30% 12,082 26%
15% 16,902 11%
45,255 16% 47,329 4%
69,368 8% 70,440 2%
There are differe models for projecting a particular population. The West

ission averaged the results of the constant proportion, growth
echniques to calculate the population projections presented in

Michigan Regional P
rate, and arithmetic pr
Table 12.
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Goals and Objectives 2010- 2014

Table 12 — Population Projections

Population Projections

Municipality 2010 2015 | 2020
Kent County 662,496 714,099 772,201
Gaines Charter Township 27,247 31,610 36,658
Byron Township 23,118 26,450 30,246
Caledonia Township 10,901 12,798 15,021
Cascade Township 19,386 22066 25,244
City of Kentwood 56,019 62,238 69,143
City of Wyoming 74,671 77,411 80,213

Source of original information: West Michigan Regional Planning Commission, U.S.
Michigan Budget Office.

s, Michigan Information Center, State of

While the West Michigan Regional Planning Com ts that the population of the
Township and the surrounding communities will ccur as fast or slow as the
projections indicate. They give a general indic to the population based
on trends of the past. These population proj findings from a report
prepared by the Planning Department in 2007 Projections: 2000 —
20307, Clearly, the Township should continue t ation expansion
despite the recession that has been i i i plications for
recreational planning because as th ion i emand for the amount and variety of
recreational opportunities will also in

Map 16 shows the populati
highest in the northwe
density cluster aro
population growth is

ea. There is another higher
nsity map illustrates that the
anized area of Grand Rapids to the north.
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Goals and Objectives 2010- 2014

Map 16 — Population Density
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HOUSEHOLDS
Table 13 contains the m

household information for the Township from Census data.

Table 13 - Households

Gaines Charter Township Households

Characteristic Number Percentage
Total Households 8,700 100
Vacant Households 416 4.8
Family Households 5,942 71.7
Households With Own Children under 18 Years 3,374 40.7
Householder Living Alone 1,939 2.4
Households with a Child 8,375 36.4

Parks and Recreation Plan Page 41




Goals and Objectives

2010 - 2014

The distribution of households follows the same pattern exhibited in the population density map
(Map 14). The greatest number of households is concentrated in the northwest part of the
Township. The higher density areas will have a greater demand for recreational facilities and
planning for these facilities should account for this higher demand.

For the 2007 Census estimate, the average household size was 2.78 persons in Gaines Township,
and the national average was 2.60 persons per household, indicating that the Township is
generally similar in nature to the averages in other areas. This is also an increase from the average
household size of 2.64 from the 2000 Census. The increase in household size is not dramatic, but
perhaps reflects that the Township is a place that families desir?live.

AGE DISTRIBUTION

Different age groups require different recreational
affect recreational needs. Table 14 shows the a
County.

1d changes in age distribution
Gaines Township and Kent

Age Distribution
Gaines Charter Township
2000 % %

Kent County
2000 %

Under 5 years 1252 . . 44533 46553
5-19 3161 21.7 4751 23.6 135357 23.6 134490 223
20-24 1127 7.7 1383 6.9 42522 7.4 41780 7.0
25-54 6424 44.2 251723 | 43.8 260854 43.5
55-64 1145 40575 71 55125 9.2
65 and older 1424 . 59625 10.4 61857 10.3
Totals 13,235 100 574,335 100 | 600,659 | 100.1

Source: The U.S. B

ease in the percentage of the population in the Township from
in Table5 below, the Baby Boomer generation spans twenty-seven
succeeding generations, but comprises a similar percentage of the
at there is no official government statement regarding the range of
years for Generations X, e year ranges in Table 15 come from staff’s review of various non-

official sources.

Table 15 — Generation Distribution

Generation Distribution

Generation Birth Years Current Ages *Township Population *% of Population
Baby Boomer 1947 to 1964 45t0 62 4,967 21.5
X 1965 to 1979 30to 44 5,206 22.6
Y 1980 to 1994 15to0 29 4,647 20.2
z 1995 to 2009 Oto 14 6,101 26.5
Totals 1947 to Present 0to 62 20,921 90.8
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The above 2007 census data shows the Baby Boomer generation as 21.5% of the township
population born since 1947. In 2000 when they were ages 36 to 53, they comprised
approximately 28% of the township’s population. The population dominance of Baby Boomer
generation has decreased as they have aged. This may be attributed to individuals of that
generation moving to warmer climates, moving to retirement communities outside of the
Township, or death. Although this generation no longer dominates, appropriate planning must be
made as many individuals will remain in, and move to, the Township and will require recreational
opportunities.

students leaving home, the
es, or those who wish to live in a
more than likely families within
developments that appeal to

Generation Y’s low number may be contributed to colle
availability of more affordable housing in different com
more urban environment. Generation X and Z’s high n
the Township that have settled into one of the man
families with young children.

ation changes within Township, the overall

Although there have been some interesting

Median Age Comparisons

38
37
36 )ZL
35
& 34 ~ -1
(1]
S 32
s 31
30
29
28
27
1980 1990 2000 2007
== Gaines 27.5 31.1 325 32.7
== Kent County 28 30.7 32.5 34.2
Michigan 28.8 32.6 35.5 37.6
=>¢=United States 30 33 35.3 36.4
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INCOME AND EMPLOYMENT

The Township's per capita income has decreased since from $23,459 in 2000 to $21,783 in 2007.
In comparison, the Michigan per capita income increased $2,798 to $24,966 and the Kent County
per capita income increased $2,924 to $24,553. As seen in Figure 4 below, even though the
Township is not following the county and state trend of increasing, it is still at a comparable level
between $20,000 and $25,000, and may reflect a population that has a larger % of non-income
earners, such as families with small children.

Figure 4 — Per Capita Income

Per Capita Income Comparisons

2007

1 Michigan

m Kent County

2000
M Gaines

1990

o

$10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000

i co»
unem ipi the state and the same as the county.

Despite ed to the county and state, the 2007

e 5 - Unemployment

Unemployment Rates

2007

1 Michigan

2000
B Kent County

M Gaines
1990

0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 10.0%
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Figure 6 presents the 2007 census income distribution estimate for households in the Township.
Households that earn $50,000 - $74,999 make up the largest segment, with 1994 households.

Figure 6 — Household Income

Household Income Distribution

$200,000 or more  |-118 |
$150,000 to $199,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$50,000 to $74,999 |~1;99
$35,000 to $49,999 |~1;78
$25,000 to $34,999 |~1;26
$15,000 to $24,999
$10,000 to $14,999
Less than $10,000
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PERSONS WITH DISAB
The U.S. Census Bure

al condition. This condition can make
s walking, climbing stairs, dressing,

s condition can also impede a person from
/ o work at a job or business.”
Over two ide 12.9% of the population over five years old, reported
some type pecific data is available that differentiates the types of

disabilities, thi nce that recreational facilities are available and accessible for
this segment of th

“A long-lasting f

GENDER

Table 16 presents a break of the Township’s population by gender.

Table 16 - Gender

2007 Gender Distribution
Male

Female
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RACE
Table 17 presents the racial distribution of the Township.

Table 17- Race

Race Distribution

2000
[ Percentage | _Number | Percentags
White 17,960 8983% 19,583 85.1%
Black or African American 1,058 10.5%
American Indian and Alaska Native 101 2.8%
Asian 418 3.7%
Some Other Race 2.9%
One Race 96.2%
Two or More Races 3.8%

to diversify the

The continuing development of the Township h
on for all types

population. The family-friendly app‘ of the Towns

of races and ethnicities to reside.

EDUCATION

census.

Education Comparisons (of population 25 years and older)

Michigan
2007

Kent County
2007

Township
2007

Township
2000

21.0% 24.0% 29.1% 24.5%

% with a bachel ree or higher
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Based on the information provided in this section, the findings of the recreation inventory, and the
results of the Community Attitude Survey and Community Open House, the following goals and
objective have been established for the years 2010 - 2014 to guide the way to fulfilling the
Townships parks and recreation vision.

Goal 1: Public Relations
Increase public outreach efforts and name recognition for the parks, trails and recreational
opportunities within the Township.

Objective 1:  Provide quarterly local newspaper inserts and/of
Township website of all local recreational a

ss releases and postings to the
cational opportunities.

Objective 2:  Participate with booths at Cutlerville D

Objective 3: Create a “Gaines Charter Townshi arks and Recre " brochure by 2010.

Objective 4: Develop an in-house contact da e of 1000 local reside chools and other

stakeholders for targeted communi

Goal 2: Operation and Mana“d
Develop an efficient and effective operati manage stem comprised of Township

staff, citizen volunteers and other com

e “Parks ctor"position by 2011 to provide
S ices, and to serve as a liaison to

Establish a ing Education and Recreational Programming Subcommittee in
011.

Objective 4: Funding and Volunteer Subcommittee in 2010.
Objective 5: rized Transportation Plan in 2010.

Goal 3: Land Acquisi
Develop a proactive strategy for the acquisition of land for new park and trail development.

Objective 1:  Acquire and develop a common lawn/neighborhood park at Hanna Lake Avenue
and 68th Street SE for local music and performances per the 2008 Master Plan
Update by 2013.

Objective 2:  Explore the acquisition of property at 100 and 180 76th St. SE, 375 76th St. SE,
410 76" St. SE, or elsewhere in the Cutlerville area by 2014 for an active park.
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Objective 3: Work with the County on the expansion of Dutton/Shadyside Park per the 2008
Master Plan Update by 2014.

Objective 4: Approach the county in 2010 about the long-term goals for Creekside Park and a
possible expansion to the east.

Objective 5:  Work with MDOT on the transfer of its wetland mitigation area in Section 19 into
Township ownership by 2014.

Goal 4: Infrastructure Improvements
Continually work towards the improvement of both Township-6
through the provision of high-quality, diverse recreational
improvements that expand citizen accessibility.

d and County-owned facilities
unities and capital

Objective 1: Complete the paving of the Prairie

Objective 2: Complete the “Children’s Play lan for Prairie Wolf
Park by 2011.

Objective 3:  Explore establishing between Cr
including possible si
Objective 4: i
determine t!e prime location for the

il system to Cody’s Mill Park and Prairie Wolf

Objective 5:

= Creation of an access point at 79" Street.

Completion/renovation of the internal trail system.
Objective 8: Explore establishing a sledding hill at Cody’s Mill Park by 2014.
Objective 9:  Establish a dog park in the Township by 2014.

Goal 5: Recreational Programming
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Provide residents with recreational programming that meets the needs of the Township's
demographics, and that improves public health and community interaction.

Objective 1: By 2010, establish a consistent date/time for the annual May event, and explore
partnering with a nonprofit organization related to the trail/walking activities.

Objective 2: By 2010, establish a Prairie Wolf Park walkers club to participate in weekly walks.

Objective 3: Encourage resident participation in neighboring municipalities’ recreational
opportunities.

Objective 4:  Work with Township management and the
financial commitment to the Byron Town

ip Board on a long-term
mer Recreation Program.

Objective 5:  Explore the possibility of long-term i i I school districts and/or
residents.

Goal 6: Funding

Develop a funding strategy that allo r the effecti
and recreation facilities and progra

Objective 1:  Secure a minimum of $5 4 in funding for park and trail
and capital im

Objective 2: ial p~ recreation millage by 2013.

Objective 3: F land acquisition grants through 2014.

Objecti roject development grants through 2014.

ning the “Friends of Gaines Township Parks and
)(3) nonprofit organization in order to increase access
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ACTION PROGRAM
Based upon the recreation needs and priorities that have been identified through the Community

Attitude Survey, the Recreation Inventory, the Community Open House, and past planning efforts,
the following Action Program has been prepared.

ON-GOING ACTIONS

The following list contains those Objectives that are not time sensitive, but are those that should
be conducted on an on-going basis throughout the lifespan of the Plan.

e Provide quarterly local newspaper inserts and/or p releases and postings to the
Township website of all local recreational and educatio

e Participate with booths at Cutlerville Days and

ark and Kala

e Explore establishing a link between Creeksi
side of 68" Stre

possible sidewalk installation along the

zoo Avenue, including

e Encourage resident participation in nei ing municipalities’ re
opportunities.

e  Work with Township manag and the To ip Board on a long-term financial

commitment to the Byron To mmer Recreatien Program.
e Explore the possibility of long-te g wi hool districts and/or
neighboring munjcipaliti i € nities for Township

e Secure a mini gh 2014 in

pital improvement funding for

Iar‘uisition grants through 2014.

R-MNRTF ct development grants through 2014.

are grouped firs

2010
e Preparea NonnMransportation Plan.

e Create a “Gaines Charter Township — Parks and Recreation” brochure.
e Establish a standing Education and Recreational Programming Subcommittee.
e Establish a standing Funding and Volunteer Subcommittee.

e Approach the county about the long-term goals for Creekside Park and a possible
expansion to the east.

e Along with all stakeholders, determine the prime location of the connection of the Cook’s
Crossing trail system to Cody’s Mill Park and Prairie Wolf Park.
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e Establish a consistent date/time for the annual May event, and explore partnering with a
nonprofit organization related to the trail/walking activities.

e Establish a Prairie Wolf Park walkers club to participate in weekly walks.

e Explore establishing the “Friends of Gaines Township Parks and Recreation” group as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in order to increase access to grant opportunities.

2011
e Establish a part-time “Parks and Recreation Director” ovide budgeting, management,
and public relations services, and to serve as a liaison tthip management and the

Township Board.
e Develop a 10-year strategic plan by for fundin
maintenance and development.

e Complete the “Children’s Play Area” d

u ing, as well as for park and trail

ed in the future

or Prairie Wolf Park.

e Assist with the completion of the portio
Township, including the establishment of a
trailhead at 76" Street.

trail within the
area and a

ibsystem.
% d Prairie Wolf Park.
ion Dep ent on the creation of an access

enovation of the internal trail system at Brewer

A\

e Paul Henry/Thorn
into

e Complete the paving of the Prai
e Connectthe Co

o Work witht

2013 \
. contact'database of 1000 local residents, schools and other
con‘:ations.
U mon lawn/neighborhood park at Hanna Lake Avenue and 68th

d performances per the 2008 Master Plan Update.

e  Work with the
single sand volle

t County Parks and Recreation Department on the renovation of the
t into two courts — one with a pole set for each gender.

e Complete afeasibility study on a potential park and recreation millage.

2014
e Explore the acquisition of property at 100 and 180 76th St. SE, 375 76th St. SE, 410 76" st.
or elsewhere in the Cutlerville area for an active park.

e  Work with the County on the expansion of Dutton/Shadyside Park per the 2008 Master
Plan Update.
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e  Work with MDOT on the transfer of its wetland mitigation area in Section 19 into
Township ownership.

e Work with the Kent County Parks and Recreation Department on the Installation of a
splash pad at Brewer Park.

e Establish a sledding hill at Cody's Mill Park.

e Establish a dog park in the Township.

POTENTIAL FUDING SOURCES
Following is a summary description of the primary sources of fu'g available to assist with
implementation of planned recreation improvements in thefTownship. Local sources of funding
are described first, followed by a description of potenti te ﬁderal funding sources. The

funding sources have not been tied to specific objecti eto unpredictable nature of some
of the revenue sources. In addition, the Township will need to consider on a case-by-case
basis whether a local match amount in excess o inimum requir ts of a grant program
should be provided in order to improve the ra of the grant applica nd the likelihood of
a grant award.

General Fund Revenues
Local governments may use general

revenues, reliance on this source as the p 1 d recreation can prove
unpredictable. However,. many Michi ici d voter approval of a
r H - r

ograms, or for specific facility

enues for the development, operation and

types

Township Improvement R 1d (TIRF)/Trail Fund

The Townshi : pital i:l‘fment projects, with the Trail Fund being
used as i ovements. aramounts in these funds are established as

o

. Attem secure monies in these funds should be made

s an increasingly used means of financing park and recreation
improvements. Se ommunities in West Michigan have voter-approved levies ranging from

0.5 to 1mill, dedicated se for park improvements or specific types of recreation facilities. This
type of financing measur erit consideration by the Township.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

The Community Development Department of Kent County administers the federal CDBG program
in all Kent County communities except Grand Rapids and Wyoming. Funds are distributed from
the federal government to the County on a formula basis. The formula considers extent of poverty,
population, housing overcrowding, age of housing, and population growth lag in relation to other
metropolitan areas.

The Community Development Department awards funding to local projects based on the
following requirements: 1) meets a need identified in an established action plan; 2) not less than
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70% of funds must be used for activities that benefit low and moderate income persons; and 3)
the activity meets one of the CDBG national objectives (i.e., benefits low and moderate income
persons, prevention or elimination of slums or blight, or a particular urgency because existing
conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community)

Private Donations

Another important source of funds involves community fund-raising campaigns. Major employers,
neighborhood groups and local residents are potential sources of assistance, especially if thereisa
specific project for which money is being requested.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) prog
other mineral development on State-owned lands. A fiv
Governor, administers the fund. The MDNR Grants Ma
the MNRTF Board.

celves revenue from oil, gas and
ber board, appointed by the
ction provides staff support to

ril 1 for project dev

MNRTF grant applications must be submitted
for land acquisitions. Any individual, group, org
acquisition proposal, but only units of government,
manage the land. Units of governme an submit de proposals for local'grants and
must include a local match of at least roject costs.

e‘ongress in 1965, provide
reation. However, the U.S.

| years. The Grants

ents and by August 1
may submit a land

Land and Water Conservation Fund
The Land and Water Conse

by th
Congress has not ap fors

Michigan LWCF Progra 2 same application and selection process used for the CMI-
Natur sources Trust Fund program.

ion Enhar&nt Fund

rogram is a competitive grant program that funds projects
etscapesiand historic preservation of transportation facilities

| transportation system and improves the quality of life for
s (cities, villages, counties) include MDOT, MDNR, Native
American Tribes an er Federal Agencies. Townships are not eligible to apply for TE funds,

although they are enc eddo work with their local County Road Commission or MDOT
Transportation Service project development.
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APPENDIX | — Prairie Wolf Park Expenses

June 2007 Signs for park $204.61
Survey $450.00
July 2007 Engineering $2,157.50
Signs for park $115.37
Everett's $320.50
August 2007 Everett's $116.00
Prein & Newhof $2,628.75
September 2007 Everett's $156.00
Moving Trees into park $1,800.00
Prein & Newhof $1,574.80
October 2007 Everett's $2,395.80
Prein & Newhof $2,343.00
November 2007 Everett's $36.00
Trees for Park $44.00
Weick Bros-Trail $69,608.83
Prein & Newhof $2,115.00
December 2007 Parking Lot $28,212.95
Mowing $120.00
Prein & Newhof $2,286.50
January 2008 Prein & Newhof $431.00
April 2008 Park Sign $4,850.00
Prein & Newhof $120.00
Signs for park $298.12
May 2008 T-Shirts $727.50
Signs for park $5,337.30
July 2008 Misc. Expenses $25.46
Port A Potty $125.00
Park Sign $1,098.50
Everett's $2,411.45
Port A Potty $125.00
Lawn Care $310.00
Port A Potty $125.00
September 2008 Lawn Care $188.00
Port A Potty $125.00
October 2008 Port A Potty $125.00
Sign & Mowing $1,718.30
Port A Potty $125.00
Lawn Care $417.00
December 2008 Pet Stations $226.88
Port A Potty $125.00
January 2009 Mowing $176.00
February 2009 Stone $926.00
Sign Letters $35.00
March 2009 Brush Hog Meadow $340.00

Total to Date

$137,197.12




APPENDIX I

Parks & Recreation
2009 Community Attitude Survey

Survey Instructions

The Gaines Charter Township Parks and Recreation Committee is curvently in the process of preparing a new Parks
and Recreation Plan in order to be eligible for certain state grant opportunities. In order to gauge the opinions of
residents regarding parks and recreation within the Township, this survey has been created. Please complete this

survey and drop it off at one of the locations below, or mail by Monday, June 15th.

* Dutton Fire Station * Gaines Charter Township Offices Oth
Please deposit in box by front door Please deposit in front drop box if after hours
3471-68th Street SE 8555 Kalamazoo Ave. SE *
Caledonia, MI 49316 Caledonia, MI 49316

S Kent District Library - Gaines ﬁ Mailing Address:
421 - 68th Street SE " Gaines Charter Township
Grand Rapids, M1 49548 Planning Department Survey

Monday & Thursday 12pm-8pm 8555 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Tuesday 9:30am-8:00pm Caledonia, M1 49316
Wednesday & Friday Saturday 9:30am-5pm

Kalkmazoo | Ave.

Breton| Ave.

igion|Aye
Eastern Pve
Hanna Lipkse  Aue
East Pafis Ave.

Completed surveys will be entered in a drawing for a $25 Home Depot giftcard that was donated by a [ Gificard
local resident. Only one survey permitted per household. (See back) $25

Survey

1. Of the people in your household, how many of those people are in each of the following age groups?
0-5 years 13-22 years 46-60 years
6-12 years 23-45 years Over 60 years

. How many people of each gender are in your household? Male Female

. Gaines Charter Caledonia Byron City of
? ;
- Where are you a resident Township O Township Township Kentwood ]

. Do you rent or own your home? Rent [ Own [
. Which type of home do you live in?  Condominium [ Apartment [ House [l

. How many parks or recreation opportunities are within walking distance from your home?
. How many people in your household attended Cutlerville Days last June?

. What age group do you think most needs more local parks and recreation opportunities

Seniors [J Adults U Teens U Children
9. What park(s), playground(s) or trail(s) do you visit most?

10. On average, how often do you visit the following Kent County Parks each year?

Creekside Dutton/Shadyside Brewer

11. How many times have you visited the new Township park, Prairie Wolf Park?

12. Would you be willing to pay an extra $35-$40 per year to support recreational facilities in the Township? Yes [0 No [

13. What category would you want to see the $35-$40- spent on: (choose one)
Land Preservation [J Parks [ Parks & Land Preservation [
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Parks & Recreation
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14. In what order would you like these items to be priorities for the Township? (Please use a 1, 2 and 3)

Trails Parks Land Preservation

. Which type of parks should be expanded or added? (choose one) Township Owned [0 County Owned [

. Where would you most like to see a new park?

. Which park would you most like to see expanded?

. When are you most likely to visit a park?(choose one) 8am-Noon [ Noon-6pm [] After 6pm [
. Which type of park do you think is more important? Active (play areas/fields) [J Passive (trails/nature) [J

. When you go to a park, how often do you participate in or use:

Grils| O O Ball Diamonds

Tennis Nature Trails

Soccer Pavilion Rental

Basketball Playground

Frisbee Golf| [ O O O Picnic Areas| [

21. Please rank the top 5 items you would like to see added, or more of, in the township:

Ball Diamonds Frisbee Golf Picnic Areas Tennis
N Basketball Educational Programs Racquetball Outdoor Track
Bicycling Football Shuffleboard Trails

Concert Arena/Amphitheatre Grills Shelters Volleyball

Cricket Horseshoes Sledding

Croquet Ice Skating Soccer

. Of the above items, which does your household participate in most?

. Of the above items, which are available to your household, but not participated in?

. Of the above items, which is most important to your household?
Additional Comments

The following must be completed for drawing eligibility.

Address

Phone Number

E-mail Address (Optional)

You can contact the Planning Department at (616)698-6640 or megan.sharp@gainestownship.org with any questions. Thank

you for your participation in making Gaines Charter Township a better place to play, exercise, and enjoy nature!




APPENDIX Il - Survey Results

Gaines Twp  Caledonia Twp Byron Twp Kentwood Other [Total
Q1-Age
0-5 years 27 1 2 1 31
6-12 years 40 1 41
13-22 years 50 1 54
23-45 years 68 2 3 2 76
46-60 years 77 77
60+ years 50 5 2 2 60
Q2-Gender
Male 170 5 4 2 2 183
Female 156 5 3 3] 170
Q4-Rent vs Own
Rent 5 5
Own 89 3 3 2 98
Q5-Home Type
Condo 8 1 1 1 11
Apartment 3
House 85 2 2 1 91
Q6-#Rec Opportunity W/in Walking Distance
0 41 1 1 43
1 35 2 1 1 39
2 25 1 1 28
3 4 4
4
5
Q7-# attending Cutlerville Days last year 109 2 5 116
Q8-Age Group in Need
Seniors 15 2 1 18
Adults 31 2 3 36
Teens 47 2 1 51
Children 56 2 1 1 2 62
Q9-Parks Visited the most
Dutton/Shadyside Park 35 2 1 39
Brewer 6 6
Lakeside 2 1
D. Walker 1 1
Grand Haven State Park 1
Paris Park 1 2
M-6 Trail 5 1
Paul Henry Trail 14 1
Paris Park 1
Kent Trail 10 1 1
Bicentennial 1
Douglas/Walker 1
Cutlerville Park 5
Creekside 24 1 1 1
60th & Wing 1
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Explorer Elementary Playground 1

RR trail b/t 76th& 92nd 2

84th & Kal 1

Prairie Wolf 10

Q10-Kent County Parks Visits per year

Creekside 1092 1 12 4 1109
Dutton/Shadyside 580 5 15 3 605
Brewer 180 6 3 189
Q11-#Visits to Prairie Wolf per year 164 3 170
Q12-Willing to Pay per year?

Yes 51 2 2 2 58
No 46 1 1 49
Depends on type of facilities 7 7
Q13-Category most likely to be funded

Land Preservation 7 1 8
Parks 38 1 1 40
Parks&Land Preservation 46 1 1 2 52
Q14-Ranked Priorities

Trails-1 36 1 2 1 40
Trails-2 43 2 1 46
Trails-3 19 1 22
Parks-1 42 1 1 44
Parks-2 38 1 2 1 44
Parks-3 19 1 1 21
Land Preservation-1 23 1 1 26
Land Preservation-2 13 1 14
Land Preservation-3 60 2 3 66
Q15-Park Expansion

Township Owned 58 1 61
County Owned 22 1 2 2 27
Q16-Where should a new park be?

Connect M-6 trail Division to Clyde Park 1

68th and Patterson 4

68th and Kalamazoo 2

Along a main artery 2

Dutton 12

Southern end of township 3

Eastern and 100th 1

Hightree Estates 1

Cutlerville 1

Caledonia 4

76th and Eastern 3

76th and Kalamazoo 2

76th and Division 4

76th and Patterson 1 1

Hannah Lake 1

Marketplace DR 1
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Q17-Which park should be expanded?

Prairie Wolf 15

Brewer 2

Douglas/Walker 1

Paris Park

Dutton 12

Cutler 1

Kent Trail 1

Creekside 12

Any 1 1

Shadyside 13

Q18-When do you visit a park?

8am-Noon 11 1 14
Noon-6pm 60 2 67
After 6pm 42 1 43
Q19-Importance of the type of Park

Active 55 2 60
Passive 41 1 46
Q22-Highest Participation

Grills 2 1 3
Frisbee golf 5 5
Tennis 4 4
Soccer 3 3
Playground 4 1 5
Volleyball 2 2
Sledding 2 2
Basketball 1 1
Diamonds 3 3
Ice skating 3 3
Croquet 1 1
Horseshoes 2 2
Shuffleboard 2 2
Biking 20 18
Outdoor Track 2 1 3
Trails 38 1 44
Picnic Areas 19 1 22
Education Programs 1 2
Q23-Available, but not participated in

Most 12 14
All 6

Shuffleboard 1

Trails 1

Basketball 3

Grills 7

Bicycling 2

Diamonds 9

Frisbee golf 7 1 8
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Racquetball

Horseshoes

Football

Ice skating

Soccer

Shelters

Picnic Areas

Tennis

Sports
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Q24 Most Important

Trails
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Appendix IV — Survey Comments

Please maintain the trails you do have. Keep the trails cleared of snow in the winter.

Find another way to get an important survey done-too many of our neighbors toss out their Advance,
unwrapped, in their trash, on their way into the house! They think we are looney that we sometimes read it.
Keep the new park as natural as possible.

I would like to see an increase in leisure/education/rec programs for youth and adults (youth dance classes,
yoga, language classes, mad science programs in schools etc). Have you considered mailing this or making
an online survey and making your whole system electronic? Saves time and $$! | would like to so an increase
in programming opportunities. We live in Hightree Estates and wish we could walk to our favorite parks.
You shouldn’t spend any more money on Parks in this economy. If there is money spent, expanded trails will
also preserve land! | would like to see biking/walking trails expanded.

This is an unnecessary expend & unfunded. We are in a serious recession! Michigan is in a depression, why
spend other people’s money? A new park/expanded park is not needed

I've never heard of Prairie Wolf Park

As a child we grew up in Det. & Rouge Park—it was a great area for children and families—we swam, cooked
out, played baseball and had lots of good, safe fun! Water and family is a good time in a pool! A poolis a
great park where kids can have lots of fun, and would be the most important type of recreation available to
my family. | would pay $20 per year plus pool admission, and | have a grand daughter that would love a pool
for lessons and fun! | think side walks are needed across the street (Resident lives on Meadow Green Ct)

I would like access to a gym (like for interval training) or a swimming pool. Instead of a new park, | would
like to see you develop existing parks and trails, and especially trails. | unfamiliar with Prairie Wolf,
Creekside, Dutton, or Brewer parks.

| think a new park should be located at 76™ (north side of street) and Division AVE (east side of street) which
could have a basketball court, children’s play area, some picnic tables and depending on the size, maybe a
dog park.

We love this area! The parks are so clean and peaceful. | do wish the M-6 sidewalk could get you back to
Kalamazoo Ave for Creekside Park. The sidewalk ends at park.

We visit Creekside and don't like that the gate is sometimes closed. Many times there are 6+ cars parked
outside the gate and people walk in to use the park.

No more taxes please. Solicit for volunteers. Keep parks clean. Most important to our household is nature
areas for bird watching.

Often on a nice spring or fall day the park is closed for the season.

Complete continuity of all the bike trails.

Picnic tables are usually beat up and ready for the fire. Repair, paint and the replace the old. Adding
electric outlets to the picnic areas would be great. CLEAN restrooms and supplies should be available along
with more accommodations for the handicapped. We cannot walk without assistance, and you should build
parks with the handicapped in mind.

How do other townships get senior meals and other senior programs? Byron Center has so much (senior
programs). | would like to see a Senior Center similar to Byron Center’s.

Outdoor summer concerts would be a lovely addition in Gaines Township, with possibly a popcorn machine
or kettle corn for concert goers to munch on (e.g. fresh popped corn).

| would like to see an Eastern Avenue path extension to 68" St from 79"

One nice amphitheatre would be great!

Continue to add and improve trails for hiking and biking.

Frisbee golf, shuffleboard and horseshoes could bring some interesting sport opportunities into our area.

I would like to see increased security in the parks.

We are new to the area and would utilize the facilities from spring to/through autumn. We are (fitness)
walkers. Some of the questions do not appear to apply to us.

A dog park would be good also.

Just became aware of the dog run area at Prairie Wolf Park, great idea. Would like cross country ski
trails/trails for walking.

A new park should be located along a main artery in the community, or an existing park should be expanded
with sidewalks or trails that connect to inhabited areas.

County parks should be open later.

Benches should be placed along the trails.

We would like a sidewalk to connect 68" street between Eastern and Kalamazoo.

We need another township park because county parks open May 1 (too late) and close too early!
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Appendix IV — Survey Comments

Please add a dog park!

We really enjoy taking our dogs and meeting other dog owners

Parks are well kept.

Trails or sidewalks going to Prairie Wolf Park would make it more usable from Cutlerville or 68" and
Kalamazoo area

Since when is land preservation “recreational”?

How about a real library?

It is “disc” golf, not “Frisbee” golf.

| do not think we need new parks in this area. All current parks could use some improvement. Creekside
could use a Frisbee golf course-has plenty of room.

It would be nice to have educational classes about nature so close instead of having to drive to John Ball Zoo
for summer classes on animals/nature

If land preservation means humans can’t go on land, I'd rank it #3. If it means stopping urban sprawl and
slowing down the amount of land used by business, I'd rank it #1.

Many things are offered for enjoyment during warm weather. It would be great to have sledding and ice
skating available outdoors as my family goes outside the township to each of these winter activities.

We have enough parks in our area

Prairie Wolf Park needs to expand the trails and pave them.

More benches and/or picnic tables by play areas are needed.

The township/county does a wonderful job. Thank you.

I would like to see sledding at Dutton/Shadyside.

I don’t know anything about Prairie Wolf Park.

All of the parks are well maintained and clean, especially the bathroom facilities. Keep up the good work!
The most important item to my household is not spending money we don’t have on parks.

We like natural setting parks with smaller activities such as trails and children’s play areas.

Really need a sledding hill.

Not a big fan of large ball fields.

| would most like to see a new park that has sledding opportunities, or anywhere with natural beauty.
Make/transform the barn at Prairie Wolf Park into an educational play area for kids and teens (such as
supervised sessions similar to what the libraries have).

We would love to see a volleyball court.

We love nature, wildlife, passive parks, and places to walk with the dog (lack of other people is a benefit!).
I would like to see Prairie Wolf Park or other passive parks expanded.

Most important to our household are trails, passive/natural areas, and land, land, land!

| think the parks are very nice in the township. | have been to each in the past 5 years.

| would like to see Prairie Wolf expanded with more trails for walking/bicycling.

We live in such a beautiful township! Please keep it that way!

| would most like to see a park in Preservation Lakes (when the development is built). Keep the area rustic
and beautiful.

Make enhancements (such as playgrounds and lengthened/paved trails) to Prairie Wolf Park before you add
a new park.

Require pocket parks/playgrounds in new subdivisions.

Why not purchase the old school house on 68", next to the car wash in Dutton? Post Farm property could
also be purchased-Kent County only want a small part, but the entire farm should be preserved. It could be
future soccer or ball fields.

| would love to see the rail to trail completed through Dutton.

Prairie Wolf Park is too far away for the Dutton residents.

There is no sidewalk to Dutton/Shadyside Park.

Buy the Post Farm on 68" if you want a park to expand in the future.

| would like to see a new park at the old schoolhouse on 68" in Dutton.

The 68" Street Post Farm would provide room for all.

We need a large dog park in Dutton.

The Post Farm could be a dog park, ice skating rink, or soccer/baseball fields.

How soon is the Dutton section (68" to 76™) of the rail trail going to be completed? Should have been done
already.

I would like to see an off-leash dog park. Additional biking areas would be very desirable, especially
connected to existing trails.
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Appendix IV — Survey Comments

Dog park.

The entire Post Farm on 68" should be a Gaines Township Park addition-save the barn, house, and
outbuildings. What a great area to add park expansions.

Monkey bars are awesome! The sandbox at Brewer Park is a big hit with my children.

It would be nice if a local park had a water park.

Dog parks are great!

Ice needed in Dutton.

There should be a water park in Dutton.

There should be a dog park in Dutton.

Why not buy a large parcel like the old school house on 68" in Dutton?

With our economy in such bad shape we need to be concerned about areas that promote travel and
businesses above play time expenditures.

We have enough parks already.

I would like to see more road repair in the township.

Need to be ready to buy adjoining property when it becomes available (next to parks).

You should expand Creekside Park-buy property adjoining on the eastside-soon!

Do not plant non-natives in your parks, please. (Colorado blue spruce).

We don’t need a new park-add splash pads to the ones we have.

We need splash pads for the kids! Much safer than pools. The kids love them.

Please add more playground toys, they are rather old and rusty, especially the swings.

| would be willing to pay a little less per year [to support recreational facilities], maybe like $10-$20 per year.
Thanks for doing this.

| would spend $35-$40 per year to support recreational facilities if that meant bike trails.

We want more sidewalks and useful bike trails so we can bike places.

We need a park in downtown Dutton. Shadyside is too far to walk to.

100.Thanks©

101.1 would like to see a new water park by the new Kentwood Library.

102.1 would like to see restrooms at Paris Park.

103.The 5 items | checked | believe would draw a lot of people to the park all year round, not just in the summer,

making the park more worthwhile. (concert arena, Frisbee golf, ice skating, shelters, sledding)

104.Good luck and God Bless. Remember, parks are very fun, sunny, shady, and relaxing. We need and have nice

parks.
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